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The Cat 


I COULD 
NOT EVEN 
DISTINGUISH 
BETWEEN 
MEN AND 
WOMEN, 
LET ALONE 
MY OWN 


MOTHER AND 


WET NURSE. 


DESPERATE, 
MY MOTHER 
DEVOTED 
HERSELF TO 
REGAINING ٤ 
| AFFECTIONS. 


І WAS 
ABLE TO 
LIVE WITH 
MINIMAL 
CON- 
STRAINTS 


... LEARNING 
GO AND 

ELEPHANT 
CHESS AT 

THE BOARD 

| AND soon 
BECOMING 

ABSORBED. 


DIS- 
APPOINTED 
BY ME, MY 

FATHER 
BEGAN 
VISITING 
THE BED 

OF HIS 

MISTRESS. 


AND 
50... 


THOUGH 
I WAS THE 
ELDEST 
SON OF 
A NOBLE 
FAMILY... 


WITH 
THE HELP 
OF MY р PIECES 
BRILLIANT | FROM 
І UNCLE, ELEPHANT 
ys WHO WAS CHESS 
GRADUALLY THE SOLE WOULD 
CAME TO PERSON TO PROBABLY 
BE ABLE = UNDERSTAND BE MOST 
TO SEE ME... NATURAL 
PEOPLES = LEARN TO 
FACES RECOGNIZE 
42 GAME Я PEOPLE ВУ 
PIECES. ) } 1 THEIR VOICES, 
4 | MANNERISMS, 
AND BODY 
TYPES, 
INSTEAD 
SYSTEM OF OF THEIR 
IDENTIFI- FACES. 
CATION TO 
THEM YOU'RE 
ALREADY 
FAMILIAR 


азай: 1 A | WHEN 
REAFFIRMED | I BEGAN 


TO ME \ SEEING 
NEON 17”, MY UNCLE 


EXCEPTIONAL są ነ / ASA 


AMAN HE ШЕЙЛА N/A CHARIOT 
ው “ан Mé PIECE... 


ONCE 
GROWN, I WAS 
UNEXPECTEDLY 
GIVEN Å POST 
OF HIGH RANK 
| > BECAUSE ОР 
EFFICIENT ГЭ MY BIRTH AND 
USE ОР N < DESPITE HAVING 
WAS MORE МУМЕМ E | NO MARTIAL 
AMUSING THAT WAS 7 ABILITIES OF 
THAN MORE THAN У WHICH TO 
ELEPHANT ٨ Ре SPEAK. 
CHESS WITH | 
PEOPLE 
AS THE 
PIECES. 


eee THAT 


| AS I 
TAKE ON A CONTINUED 
CELEBRATED 2 UNDEFEATED | 
. COURTESAN >. IN BOTH 
Y ATA у WORK AND 
db BROTHEL ° ሠ PLAY... 
I ONCE ° 
VISITED 
AT THE 
-- BEHEST OF 


ANOTHER. 


ZIN 


AMID 
| д зва 
” Í OF DULL 
SHE K ^ Ул! 
ALONE Sa 
SHONE WHITE... 
RADIANT. 


... VERSUS 
ME, THE 
STRATEGIST 
UNDEFEATED 
IN THE 
MILITARY. 


THE 
SPECTATORS 
WERE SURE || 
TO BE 
PLEASED, 
NO MATTER 


WHICH OF 
UG LOST. 


SHE IS 
INDEED 
A MOST 
COM- 
РЕТЕМТ 
PLAYER. 


BUT IN 
THE WELL, Т, 
THE FROG, 
AM KING. 


THE 
COURTESAN 
UNDEFEATED 

AT THE 
BROTHEL... 


HER 
PLAY IS 
EFFICIENT 
AND 
VERSATILE, 
HER 
MOVES 
LOGICAL 
AND 
WITHOUT 
HESITA- 
TION. 


HOW LONG 
HAS IT BEEN 
SINCE I LAST 

LOST SO 


BADLYZ || 
||| 


(III 


7 


hr », “о”, (ም ~ 
RSE ARA 


HOW 
VEXED 
SHE WAS 
72 BE 
TAKEN 
LIGHTLY. 


20 THIS 
IE WHAT 
PEOPLE 
ACTAALLY 
LOOK 
LIKE. 


«SAW 
BEFORE 
ME THE 
SULLEN 
FACE OF 

A WOMAN 
who 
SEEMED 
TO WANT 
TO TELL 
ME... 


I'M NOT 
GOING TO 
LOSE THIS 

TIME. 


WE WOULD 
ARRANGE 
TRYSTS, 
WHICH YEARS... 
CONSISTED 
OF DOING 
NOTHING 
BUT PLAYING 
ФО AND 
ELEPHANT 
CHESS OVER 
AND OVER. 


„Вит 

НЕКЕ 

IN THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT, 

COURTESANS 

ARE NOT 
GIVEN THE 

LUXURY 

TO BE 
MOTHERS. 


COURTESANS 
ARE A 
COMMODITY, 
AND BEFORE 
LONG, 
FENGXIANG 
AVAILABILITY 
WAS MADE 
SCARCE TO 
INCREASE 

HER VALUE. 


GRADUALLY 
DROVE UP 
HER PRICE 
IN TURN, AND 
I WOULD 
BARELY SEE 
HER ONCE 
EVERY THREE 
MONTHS. 


BROTHEL- 


WHILE 
HER HARSH 
„А РЕМЕАМОК 
SMALL WASN'T FOR 


SETOF EVERYONE 
ECCEN- і 


TRICS 
SEEMED 
72 HAVE 

ACQUIRED 
A TASTE 
FOR HER. 


NOW 
ISN'T 
THAT 
INTER- 
ESTING?! 


WHAT 
Do you 
HAVE 
THERE? 


NEUTRALIZE 
POISON AND 
АСТ AS A 
NATURAL 
ONCE КЕМЕРУ 
MATURE, FOR 
THE SEEDS INSECT 
FLY RIGHT BITES. 
OFF THE 
FRUIT WITH 
A TOUCH. 


I'D LIKE 
TO TRY 
TOUCHING 


IN 
THREE 
MONTHS. 


XIAN WAS 
UNUSUALLY 
TALKATIVE 
THAT DAY. 


IT WAS 
AROUNP THAT 
TIME THAT 
I HEARD 
TALK OF 
SOMEONE 
BUYING 
FENGXIANS 
FREEDOM. 


HAVING HAD "WE УЦИ FENGXIAN5 
MY CLAIM 1 ЎШ PRICE HAD 
AS HEIR TO å CONTINUED 


THE FAMILY АЗ ТО RISE 
NAME AND W < > | ‚ DUE TO THE 


7 ረጋፊ” FORTUNE Му ٢ Й COMPETITION 
NEVER HAVE V2URPED ВУ БАН AMONG THE 
НОРЕР то А YOUNGER N ሺ ИЦ ECCENTRIC 


HALF- 


ONTEND. 
e BKOTHEK... 


ZZ 


/ 


/ А | | / 
ИГУ ў / Ж У ШОШ hill / | 
11177 hu t КЕР Al J^ k ЙІ И! lid 


PERHAPS 
WE MIGHT 
LIVEN 
THINSS 
UP WITH 
A RARE 


IF YOU WIN, = 12) WAGER? 
I SHALL GRANT 2 


YOU WHATEVER 
YOU DESIRE. 


AND 
IF I WIN, 
YOU SHALL 
GRANT ME 
WHATEVER 
I DESIRE. 


... 
WICKED 
THOUGHT 
CROSSED 
MY MIND. 


CHOOSE 

WHICHEVER 
GAME YOU 4 
WOULD SS Å 
PREFER. ва 

А ነነ EN 

X 
N 
H 


I WOULD 


LIKE TO 
CONCEN- 


WITHOUT 
972774 2 Ж” A SINGLE № 


FINGERS | ፊ -= 2 | WORD | 
INTER- < че 5 IG SS BETWEEN 


2 / | TWINED. 


ИЕ 
SHOULD 
NOT HAVE 
DONE IT. 


1 WAS 
THINKING 
I WANTED 
TO PLAY 


ELEPHANT 
CHESS 
MYSELF. 


ALL 
TALK OF 
BUYING OUT 
FENGXIANS 
CONTRACT 
CEASED 
AFTER 
THAT. 


AS 
HE WAS 
BOTH MY 
FATHER 
AND MY 
SUPERIOR, 
1 I COULD 
NOT DEFY 
HIM. 


ዳለ 
ORDERED 
МЕ TO GO 
CANVASSING 
FOR HAVING 
BEEN CLOSE 
ТО THE MAN. 


THEN MY 
BRILLIANT 
UNCLE 
LOST HIS 
17 POSITION. 
BROUGHT 
NO STAIN 
UPON OUR 
FAMILY, 
BUT MY 
FATHER 
CRITICIZED 
MY UNCLE 
HARSHLY... 


++ SAYING 
I WOULD 
RETURN 
ABOUT 5/Х 
MONTHS 
HENCE. 


-I HAD 
NO IDEA 
THAT IT 
WOULD BE 
THREE 
YEARS 
BEFORE I 
RETURNED. 


| 
| 
| 


! 
L 


WITH RED- 
BROWN 
SMEARS 

ALONG ۶ 


OR 
MAYBE 
TWIGSZ 


COURTESANS 
WOULD CUT 
OFF A FINGER, 
USUALLY THE 
LITTLE ONE, 
AND GIVE IT TO 
THEIR LOVER AS 
А SYMBOL OF 
THEIR FIDELITY. 
ID HEARD 
THE CHARM 
HAD GROWN 
POPULAR 
OF LATE. 


MY HEAD 
? HAD BEEN 

FULL OF 

NOTHING 


BECAUSE 
OF THAT, 

I COULDN'T 
EVEN ARRIVE AT 
SUCH 4 SIMPLE 

ANSWER. 


WHY НАРМТ 
I REALIZED 
THE FATE THAT 
AWAITED HER 
SOONER? 


ALL THIS 
TIME?! 


CREDITED 
AND FALL 


++ WAS 
TO TAKE 
CUSTOMERS 
LIKE A 
COMMON 
STREET- 
WALKER... 


IF ОМУ 
I HAD GIVEN 
IT A LITTLE 
THOUGHT, I 
WOULD HAVE 

KNOWN. 


FENGXIAN 
HAD PUT 
„AND PAID TO THE 
HAD DONE CONTRACT 
SO AFTER 72 BUY HER 
INTENTIONALLY FREEDOM 
CURBING HER THROUGH 
AVAILABILITY HER OWN 
TO DRIVE ACTIONS... 
UP HER 
PRICE. 


THE FATE 
SS ^x. OF SUCH 
; COURTE- 
SANS... 


МО МАТТЕК 
HOW MUCH ፲ 
7 MOURNED... 


COULD 
NOT 


TURN 
BACK 
TIME. 


EACH TIME, 


THE MADAM | 
DROVE МЕ | 


AWAY IN 
A HAIL OF 
И INSULTS AND 
VIOLENCE. 


YOU'LL 


GIVE UP 
ALREADY! 


I THEN 
SNATCHED 

| AWAY 
CONTROL 
OF THE 


...BANISHED ve у 
MY HALF- 


BROTHER, FATHER... 


I KNOCKED 
ON THE 
DOOR TO 
VERDIGRIG 
TIME AND 


ҸӘ TIME AGAIN. 


20 
LIKE A 
WOOD 

SORREL 
WAS THAT 
LITTLE 
GIRL. 


ВЕ 
CAREFUL, 
NOW, 


АМР MAOMAO. 


STOOD 
THERE 
BEFORE 
ME WAS 
THE LONG- 
LOST 
CHARIOT 


PIECE... 


«МУ 
UNCLE 
LUOMEN. 


| | 


=== 


== Ze === 


THAT zz 
MISSHAFEN = 
LITTLE 
FINGER! 


THAT'S 
WHEN 7 
BECAME 
KEENLY 
AWARE... 


THAT I 
NO LONGER 
WANTED ТО 
LIVE LIKE 
THIS. 


I WANTED 
ТО ይድ WITH THE 
DAUGHTER SHE 

LEFT BEHIND. 
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71 72 


ж 


AND NOW 
IM TO BUY 
OUT THE 
CONTRACT 
OFA 
COURTESAN 
OF MY 
CHOOSING. 


THERE'S 
NO 
MISTAKING 
THAT 

CROOKED 
А PINKY. 


1 DRANK 
ALCOHOL 
AND PASSED 
OUT AFTER 
PLAYING 
ELEPHANT 
CHESS WITH 
MAOMAO. 


I FEEL 
AS IF ٤ 
JUST HAD 

AVERY 
NOSTALGIC 


THOUGH, 
ILL GET, 


HE PUT HIS 

HAND ON МУ 
DAUGHTER'S 
SHOULDER 
THREE TIMES 


EXACT MY 
REVENGE? 


ፈ ARE YOU 
A M “A || | | AWAKE? 


ፐዘሯ 


| MESSENGER 
I WASN'T OF SOME 
PLANNING NOBLE OR 
TO END UP || OTHER LEFT 


LIKE THIS 
MYSELF. | YOU HERE. 


MEIMEI, 
ONE OF 
THE THREE 
PRINCESSES 
WAS OF VERDI- 
APPREN- 
TICED 
UNDER 
FENGXIAN. 


SHED 
SQUIRM IN 
HER SEAT 

WHEN 1 
PRAISED 
HER FOR 

HAVING 
TALENT FOR 
THE GAME. 


MEIMEI, 
COME 


FENGXIAN ТО THINK 
SENT OUT 

OF THE 

ROOM 

ON THAT 

FATEFUL 


I PLAYED 
AGAINST 
HER MANY 
TIMES 
WHEN 
SHE WAS 
سا‎ 
GIRL IN 
TRAINING. 


PERHAPS 
ITS OUT 
OF SOME 
SENSE OF 
GUILT FOR 
LEAVING 
THAT DAY... 


THAT 
SHE TAKES 
CARE OF lá 

ME INA 
MULTITUDE 
OF WAYS. 


Я MAOMAO'S 
SPECIAL 


THE ONLY 


| ONCE ГР 
FINISHED 


-MEIMEI 
ALONE COURSE 


WOULP ОР А 
PERMIT DECADE... 


ME TO 


COURTE- Г 


SAN AT 


|| VERDIGRIS 


ИНО WILL 


| ENTERTAIN 


ME AS A 
PATRON. 


= 
“а 


WHAT ~ BITTER! 


LEFT THIS 
BOX HERE 


I DIDN'T 
KNOW IT WAS 
IP و‎ POSSIBLE ТО 
2 MIN | PRESERVE 
5 pis 2 BE THEIR SHAPE 
IT OUT FOR “ SOD ACE | || LIKE THIS. 


"| MYSELF АМР 
"| MADE BLUE 
ROSES AS 
А PRANK. 


I'M 
SURE YOU'RE 
WELL AWARE 

THAT IT'S 
GONNA COST 
YOU MORE 
THAN ONE 
OR TWO 
THOUSAND 
SILVERS! 


OH, 1 
АМР , 

IF 10,000 KNOW. 
SILVER ISN'T 8 


7 CAN JUST 

PESTER MY 
NEPHEW FOR [7 
THE MONEY IN | 

THAT CASE. 


АКЕ 
YOU 
SURE 
ABOUT 
INCLUDING 
THE THREE |< 
PRIN- 


| BUT MIND 
YOU'LL PAY 


EXPENSIVE 
TASTES. 


WELL, PARADE OF 
I SHOULD سر‎ 


НЕК MONEY, 
VAND:LETÍ 
НЕК ГО 
AS SHE\ 
PLEASES... 


42 


IN BEING ል 
COURTESAN. 


EE 


„ДЕ YOU 
АКЕ ТО PICK 
ONE OF US, 
THEN PLEASE 
CHOOSE THE 
WOMAN YOU 
TRULY WANT. 


js \ W ing 


N Дж ч. 


E 

=< لا 
G ቤኔ‏ 9 
ሣህ‏ > 
0512 
E‏ 


Wan 
SAVNA № A WA “Ш = 
"V — 
ተወ 
í NN) PR 
\ 


آ 


I'LL PAY 
HOWEVER 
MUCH YOU 

WISH. 


... WHY 
COULDN'T 
THIS HAVE 
HAPPENED 
SOONER? 


І EVER HAD || 
THE CHANCE 
TO ОЕТ MY 
HOPES 

UP... 


TLL BE 
3 TAKING THIS 
COURTESAN'S 


CONTRACT 
OFF YOUR 
HANDS. 


гсноове 57 
THIS WOMAN, ~ 
BEAUTIFUL | 
AS A ROSE 
BALSAM, 


ЫЙ ZZ, TO BE MY 
" WIFE... 
— | 

二 一 一 
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SPENDING 
TIME IN 
THAT MANS У 
COMPANY, H 
ኻ MORE THAN || 
ANYTHING 


--- VISCERALLY 
SICKENS ME 
STILL. 


WOUND UP 
COMING 
WITH ME 

72 ESCORT 

YOU-KNOW- 
WHO 72 

VERDIGRIS. 


THOUGH 


HES 
GRUFF, 
...ВИТ, I KNOW 
ሠራ ||| cour 
SEEMS 
TO HAVE 
SOURED 


HIS 
MOOD. 


CON- 
SORT 
LOULAN 


THE 
GARDEN 
BANQUET 
15 LONG 
OVER, 
BUT SHE 
STAYED. 


50 IF 
THATS 
THE 
“FATHER 
AND 
DAUGH- 
TER” IN 
QUES- 
eee THAT TION... 
MAN /2 THE 
ONE WHO 
FORCED ٥ 
DAUGHTER'S 
WAY INTO THE 
EMPEROR'S 
HAREM. 


2// | ae 
VEG 


52 


FROM THE 
POINT OF 
VIEW OF THE HE'S 
CURRENT BEEN A 
THIS EMPEROR, SENIOR | 
MAN IS A WHO OFFICIAL 
THORN BELIEVES SINCE 
IN HIS IN MERIT THE TIME 
SIDE. OR OVER OF THE 
so I'VE  SENIORITY.. | PREVIOUS 
HEARD... EMPEROR. 


тро 
A WISH НЕТ 
STOP BAD- 
MOUTHING 
HIGH- 
RANKING 


OFFICIALS. ው på 
BEING ITS JUST | / 
MISTAKEN ME HERE |-- 
AS A PART = 
OF THIS 
CONVERSA- 
ПОМ WOULD 
ONLY BRING 
ME GRIEF. 


WE'RE 
AROUND 
THE SAME 
AGE... 
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| 


2IT 


YOURSELF 
DOWN, AND 
I'LL BRING 
YOU A BITE 
TO EAT! 


“МЕНЕ 
DISCOVERED 
THE LETTER 
I HID IN THE 
BOX WITH 
THE ROSE. 


„„SISLL 
BE THERE. 
МЕМЕ! 
WILL SEE 
IT DONE 
EVEN IF HE 
DOESN'T 
FIND IT. 


...УОУ 
UTTERLY 
DESPISED 
THAT 
TACTICIAN. 


THAT'S 
NOT 
HOW IT 
LOOKED 
TO ME. 


...BUT IF 
HIS AIM IN 
THE BED- 
CHAMBER 

WASN'T 

TRUE, I 
WOULDN'T 
BE HERE 

TODAY. 


DISLIKE 
HIM, BUT 
I DON'T 
DESPISE 
HIM. 


I ADMIT MY 
REACTIONS 
TO HIM ARE 
SOMEWHAT 
PRONE TO 


SHE MUST 
HAVE HAD ME 
BECAUSE SHE 

WANTED TO. 


-ASKING 


TO RE- 
KNOWN 
SCHEDULE 10 WRITE 


VISITS 
FROM LETTERS 
THEIR 
PATRONS 
ASA 
RESULT. 


: TACTICIAN? 
po I FIND THAT 
HARD TO 
BELIEVE 


| courtesan VM | 
WOULD BEAR 


A CHILD 
AGAINST 
HER WILL. 


By 
KEEPING 
TRACK 


OF THE 


PREDICT 
OF A 
TO SOME WOMANS 


EXTENT 
WHEN SHE MENSES... 


/2 MOST 
LIKELY TO 
CONCEIVE. 


IF 
ANYTHING, I 
, BET IT WAS 
ከ PLANNED. 


SHE WAS 
ФО WELL 
AND TRULY 


HIV WOMEN 
GONE THAT La 7 
SHE DIDN'T ከኝ HER PLOT ARE 


FAILED, SHE DEVIOUS 
Шы = LOST HER CREA- 
THOUGHT MIND: | TURES. 
OF HARMING | 
HERSELF. 


HE'S 
NEVER 
TRIED SIR 
TO TALK JINSHI, 
TO YOU THE 


OUTSIDE TACTI- 
OF YOUR CIAN... 
OFFICE, 
HAS HE? 


NOW 
THAT YOU 
MENTION IT, 
I SUPPOSE 
ALWAYS MY NOT. 
OFFICE HE'S / í 
BARGING INTO 
UNINVITED. 


ዘሯ 
CAN'T 
TELL 
PEOPLE” 
FACES 
АРАКТ. 


„Вит 
WHILE НЕ 
KNOWS HOW 
EYES AND 
MOUTHS LOOK 
ON THEIR OWN, 
HE JUST CAN'T 
COMPREHEND 

THE FACES ፡ 
COULDN'T 
TELL YOU 


EVERYONE 
LOOKS THE 
SAME TO 
HIM. 


DINAR... 


ВИТ HE'S = | 
ALWAYS і 7 THAT'S 

SUFFERED І : WHAT 

BECAUSE СЭ | РА 


ОЕ ТНАТ 
/ TOLD 
IMPAIRMENT. i > ME. 


CURIOUSLY, 
THOUGH, 
HE CAN 
ALWAYS 
IDENTIFY 

ME AND MY 

I BELIEVE ADOPTIVE 
IT'S FROM FATHER. 

HERE THAT JUST THE 
HIS ODD TWO OF 

OBSESSION US. 
STEMS. 


AND 
THAT'S 
THE ONLY 
REASON 
YOU SO 
BLATANTLY 
HATE HIM? 


I CAN 

STILL 

4 RECALL 
THAT DAY 

CLEARLY. 


NOWHERE, 1 SIMPLY 
A МАМ CAN'T 
COVERED TOLERATE 
IN BLOOD HIM ON A 
APPEARED VISCERAL 
BEFORE LEVEL. 


ME. 


HE TOOK 
ONE LOOK 
AT ME AND 
STARTED 
CACKLING 
WHILE 
CREEPING 
EVER 
CLOSER. 


THAT 
MEMORY WAS 
SEARED INTO 

MY YOUNG 
MIND AS THE 
PICTURE OF 

“FEAR.” 


BECAUSE 
FA KNEW 
THAT MAN 
HAD DONE 
WRONG... 


BECAUSE 
FA KNEW 
THE WOMAN 
WITH THE 
MISSING 
NOSE... 


THE OLD 


FROM PIDDY. 


BEATING THE 
SCARY MAN 
WITH HER 
BROOM. 


..I GREW 
МОКЕ ОК 
(222 NUMB 
TO THE 
SIGHT OF 
HIM. 


WITH THIS 
BLOODY 
DEVIL 
COMING 
ВУ OVER 
AND OVER 
ТО SEE 


HOW 
WOULD 
YOU FEEL 
IF MISTER 
MONOCLE 
TOLD YOU, 
“CALL ME 
'PAPA'"? 


I'D 
WANT TO 
SMASH THAT 
MONOCLE 
1) INTO BITS. 


TRYING 
TO PUSH 
LUOMEN 
ASIDE... 


BUT 
THATLL 
NEVER 

HAPPEN. 


AND 
TAKE HIS 
PLACE. 


.ВИТ | THAT MAN 
HES A CLAIMS 
STUD TO BE MY 
HORSE FATHER... 
AT BEST, 
/F YOU 
ASK ME. 


IM ONLY 


GIVING GRATEFUL 
ME THE TO THAT MAN 
CHANCE FOR ONE 
TO ВЕ РА 
DAUGHTER. 


WHEN BUT THERE 


1 WAS ARE OTHER 
MAKING 
ILL NEVER 


INTO THE 
«HE COME TO 


RITUAL ICH 
er авы jp DL LOVE HM. 


THAT'S 
JUST THE 

Y KIND OF 

PERSON 
HE 19. 


17% NOT 
A STRETCH 
ТО THINK HE 
WAS BEHIND 
L/ HAKU 
„АМ? BEING SO 
ALSO THE QUICK TO 
SWIFT ACTION LOOK INTO 
TAKEN BY THE | SUIREL.. 
MINISTRY OF 
JUSTICE IN 
HER CASE. 


THOUGHT | 

OF THAT 
FILLS 

ME WITH 
RAGE. 


THE 
BUT HE > ТАСТ!- 


ፕ САМ 
COULDN'T 
HAVE DID? 
KNOWN 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT IT 
AT THE 
TIME... 


EVIDENCE 
AND FORM ል 
HYPOTHESIS 

AROUND IT. 


1 


TO INTUIT 


WHETHER 
OR NOT 
SOMETHING 
|6 SUSPECT 


„AND THAT 

ў INTUITION 

15 SELDOM 
WRONG. Й 


BUT THE 
INFURIATING 
THING 15, 

HE DEEMS IT 
BOTHERSOME 
TO PERSONALLY 
DO ANYTHING 
ABOUT IT. 


IF THE 
MAN HAD 
ACTED 
OPENLY 
IN HIS 
OFFICIAL 
CAPACITY 


እ ...ሪ 
MIGHT'VE 
HAD AN 

ELIXIR IN MY 


TO BRING 
PEOPLE 
BACK TO 


WHAT IM 
FEELING 
IN THIS 
MOMENT 15 
JEALOUSY. 


--- HOW MANY 
INDIVIDUALS = 
TALENTED = EVEN IF I 


ENOUGH | SEARCHED 
72 EARN "s | у ALL THE 


РА OPEN =" LAND 
PRAISE | < 
WOULD Т 
ACTUALLY 
FIND? 


„.ТНАТ NO 
FATHER 
IN THIS 

WORLD.. 


„..ACTUALLY 
WANTS TO 
BE HATED. 


ድ 
ies 
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WHEN 
THE TIME 
COMES 
FOR ME 
TO LEAVE 
THIS PLACE, 
YOU HAVE 
TO DANCE 
YOUR 
HEART 
OUT! 


THERE WAS 
A LETTER 
INSIDE IT 
DETAILING 

WHOSE 

CONTRACT 
HAD BEEN 
BOUGHT 
OUT AND 

BY WHOM... 


4 FEW 
DAYS AFTER 
I RETURNED 

TO THE 

INNER 

COURT, 4 

WICKER 

TRUNK 

FROM 

MEIMEI 


NOW 
LISTEN, 
MAOMAD 


WEZ 
b Wh 


IM DOING 
JUST AS LADY 
FUYO DID 
LAST YEAR, 
WHEN SHE 
WAS GIVEN 
42 A BRIDE 
72 THAT 
SOLDIER. 


MYLEFT \ 
FOOT HASN'T 
HEALED, 2ጋ 

IM NOT AT 

МУ BEST. 


ኒ 
<8 
Sk 

K 

N 


I STILL 
REMEMBER 


Z 
— 


2 


7 Z ре 7 
2229 


I RECEIVED 
ል КЕРОКТ ОР 
YET ANOTHER 

STRANGE 
WOMAN 
CLIMBING 
THE WALLS 
AGAIN... 


ሠወር I HAD 
TO COME 
AND DO 

SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT. 


I 765 
TRYNG 
TO DO IT 
ON THE 
SLY, BUT 
I GUESS 
I'VE BEEN 
FOUND 
OUT. 


A KIND GUARD | | 


ЕЕСООМІ2ЕР 
YOU... 


+ AND 
TOLD ME 
WHAT HE 

SAW. 


WITH SE 


ፐዘልፐ 
SAID, 
WHAT 
EXACTLY 
ARE YOU 
УР TO 
THIS 
TIME? 


SURELY 
YOU DIDN'T 
HAVE TO 
GO TO THE 
TROUBLE 
OF COMINO 
OUT HERE 
YOURSELF? 


„ВИТ KEEP 
IN MIND THAT 
THE PEOPLE 
AROUND YOU 
MIGHT NOT 
SEE IT THAT 
WAY. 


THINK THAT 
YOU'RE 
BEING DIS- 
CREET... 


IN THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT, 
WHEN A 
COURTESAN 


THE HAS HER 


THIS DRESS o Ne CES CONTRACT 
WAS INSIDE 4» | co. 
A PACKAGE 282 Baas 
I RECEIVED 2 Buc 
FROM THE Ж : 

BROTHEL. ድ 44 OFF. 


BOUGHT 
OUT... 


I'M JUST 
AMAZED 
YOU KNOW 
HOW TO 


..BUT I DID 
I'M NOT 
SKILLED 
MY BASIC | Š ENOUGH 
EDUCATION. | TO DANCE 
| FOR A 
PATRON... 


EXPERIENCE 
WITH IT 
EXTENDS TO 
ONLY LARGE 
GROUP 
DANCES FOR 
CELEBRA- 
TIONS, AND 
እ NOTHING 
d MORE, 


8ሃ 175 ALL 
ANYONE 
(ALSO PUT | ЖӘН, 
ІМ FOR ል ۱ ТНАТ ABOUT 
LEAVE OF ቺ CRANK _ BEYOND 
ABSENCE z = TAKING THE PALACE 
у "| ACOUR- WALLS. 


å / Z TESAN 
sours |. HE'S ЈА FOR HIS 
WIFE... 
NEVER MIND "GO THAT Ben? 


THE TYPICAL 
THREE DAYS | "E ECT TO TAKE 


AND THREE bš TEN DAY 
NIGHTS OF LETTER 
CELEBRATION... 
THIS TIME, 
ТНЕУ MAY 
WELL LAST AN 
ENTIRE WEEK. 


«BUT 
I HAVE 
JUDGING NO IDEA 


BY ALL THE 
HOW MUCH 
LANTERNS THAT MAN 


THAT WENT 
ир, тие С" 
РАК МОКЕ 

THAN MOST |) 


COURTESANS d TN 
COMMAND. EI ኤሪ 


OFFICIALS ነ 
|: LOOKING. FOR A pea — 
“ВІТ OF. FUN WILL [everyone 
| BE KNOCKING AT Aa 
ITHE THEL^ 
| 2 HE BROTHEL’S со Wegen 
^, „“ АВОЏТ THE, | | 
THEY'LL ў BEAUTY | У DRESSED 
АШ. ВЕ i MOST 
WONDERING EXTRAVA- 
WHAT OTHER ۱ WI 
GEMS, : 
THE THREE ... 1 
VERDIGRIS 
‚ MIGHT HAVE 
HIDDEN AWAY. 


WHEN 


SHES THE Ў 


: I HA 
COURTESAN I UNTIL TKOUBLE 


I TRULY IGOT LEARNING 
WANTED TO | №) IT DOWN. | HOW ТО 
SEE OFF. SHE NEVER “DANCE, 


۵ 2 GAVE UP SHE STUCK 
ON ME. WITH ME... 


CHAMBERS? 
I COULDN'T 


ОССА- 
SION, НЕ 
WOULD | 
TURN HIS 


PLACING 
STONES 
PLAY BY 

PLAY FOR 

ENTIRE 


INCESSANTLY 
AFTER HIS 
DAUGHTER 

АМР THE 

WOMAN WHO 

BORE HER. 


MATCHES 


PERHAPS 
SHE ONLY 
TOLD ME 
THAT TO 
SPARE MY 
FEELINOS. 


HIG 
PERSON- 
ALITY 
LEAVES 
ALOT 
72 BE 


BUT HE 
15 RICH. 


SHE ፪፪ 
WOULD | 
HAVE 
BEEN 4 
HAPPY 
WOMAN 8 
LA INDEED. 


«НЕ 
NEVER DID 
ANYTHING 
WITH HER, 

OPTING 
INSTEAD... 


I DONT 
KNOW IF 
ITS ALL 
TRUE OR 
NOT. 


«ÅT 
HAD BEEN 
MEIMEIG 
| CONTRACT 
УО0- 
KNOW- 
WHO HAD 
DECIDED 
72 BUY 
OUT... 


++ WOULD 
HAVE 

MADE THE 

PERFECT 
WIFE. 


EVEN 

IF THAT 
WERENT 
THE CASE, 
IM SURE 

MEIMEI, 
WITH HER 

BEAUTY AND 

SOPHISTI- 
CATION... 


BUT 
IT SEEMS HE 
DID MANAGE 
ТО FIND THE 
WOMAN THE 
OLD MADAM 
HAD HIDDEN 
AWAY FROM 
HIM FOR SO 

LONG. 


I DONT 
KNOW IF HE 
EVENTUALLY 
FOUND THE 
LETTER OR 


ITS 
MUCH ADO 
FOR A MERE 
PROMISE. 
WHOSE 
FREEDOM 
DID HE 
END UP 
BUYING? 
SHE MUST 
BE QUITE 
SPECIAL. 


WHOEVER 
ANSWER. SHE COULD 
NEVER RIVAL 
YOUR BEAUTY, 
SIR JINSHI. 


THAT 
MANS 
CHOSEN 
“ወሎ 
LONG WIFE... 
FOR THIS 


RAVAGED 
= ВУ THE 
ALL X > М DISEASE, 
SHE EN N А | SHE'G 
DOES ЖА i. | LOST HER 
NOW ٤ | : | ሻ MEMORIES 
LAY OUT DEN» 2722 | AND MERELY 
HER GO - > - > | SINGS LIKE 
rx. A LITTLE 
STONES. 2 x : oe 


IM 
GUESSING 
THE MAUAM 

SWORE 
THEM TO 
SILENCE. 


bo 


THAT МУ 
BIRTH HAD 
BROUGHT 
VERDIGRIG 


THAT THE 
COURTESAN 
IN QUESTION 

WAS THE 

STRICKEN 

WOMAN 
IN THE 
SICKROOM. 


IT DIDN'T 
TAKE ME 
LONG TO 
REALIZE... 


NO ONE 
AT THE 
BROTHEL 
EVER 
SPOKE OF 
THE WOMAN № 
WHO GAVE M 
BIRTH TO 
ME. 


-„ТНАТ 
THE BLAME 
LAY WITH A 
COURTESAN 

WHO'D 

FLOUTED 
THE RULES 
AND DONE 

AS SHE 


d PLEASED... 


ас. | 


7#ሯ 
WOMAN 
! ሠሪ 
... DISTANCED ©, | ASHAMED 
HERSELF | Аб. ОЕ 
FROM THE oi Й LOSING 
MAN SHE ገ HER 
LOVED UNTIL Ж” NOSE... 
HER HEART | ኳ 


BUT 
1 НАУЕ NO 
MEMORIES 
OF THE 
WOMAN 
who 
BORE 
ME. 


f. Y COUR- 
LOST c. A TESAN 
HEKSELF BS 3 | MISGUIDED WHO 
AND HER “че ү... | WOMAN WHO, | HAD A 
MIND. 4 a > d WHEN THINGS CHILD... 
m РР NOT ФО 
TO PLAN AND 
HER LOVER 
FAILED TO 
RETURA... 


... THAT SHE 
BELIEVED 
SHE SHOULD 
SEND NOT 
JUST HER 
FINGER, 
BUT ALSO 
THE LITTLE 
FINGER OF 
HER CHILD, 
WITH HER 
LETTER TO 

HER LOVE. 


BUT 
ITS NOT 
42 IF I 
REMEM- 

BER THAT 

EITHER. 


ALL I HAVE 
LEFT 15 THIS 
DEFORMED 
PINKY. 


IF 
THERE WAS 
ANYTHING 
LINKING ME 


IVE FOUND 
HAPPINESS 
IN BEING 
LUOMENS 
DAUGHTER. 


DID YOU 
KNOW THAT 
FINGERTIPS 
GROW BACK 
EVEN WHEN 


CUT OFF? 


REOPENED 
MY WOUND. 


PERHAPS 
BECAUSE 
፲ WAS 
HOT FROM ы 
| You 
DANCING. Sech. ҒЫ NOTICE NOTHING! 


SOONER?! 


I CARRY 
ALCOHOL, 
NEEDLE, 
AND THREAD 


WHY 
ARE You 
$0 WELL- 
PRE- 
PARED?! ለ 


DON'T BE 
SILLY. FOR 
TIMES LIKE 
THESE, OF 
COURSE. 


I FEEL 
INCREDIBLY 
UNCOMFORT- 
ABLE BEING 
20 CLOSE 
72 HIM, 


BUT 
YOUR 
WOUND 
WILL 
ONLY 
REOPEN 
MORE. 


BESIDES, 
THIS 19 THE | D : 
SECOND Ж WHAT IF 


TIME I'VE у 
CARRIED YOU - : «ይ 


LIKE THIS. 


WAS QUITE 
A CROWD 
OF PEOPLE 
AROUND THE 


FAINTED 
AFTER 
GETTING 
HURT. 
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BECAUSE 
THIS 15 
SOMETHINO 
I REALLY 
MUST SAY TO 
YOU. I CAN'T 
KEEP QUIET 
ABOUT IT ANY 
LONGER. 


IT'S ТОО 
IMPORTANT 
FOR THAT. 


I KNOW 


„BUT THIS 15 


THERE 15 1 
SOMETHING 
: THE TIME 
IVE BEEN OR PLACE 
NEGLECTING ማጅ PLA 
TO BRING UP z 
FOR QUITE 
A WHILE. 


WHY 
АКЕ YOU 


ТНЕМ ርጋሀፐ 
WITH | 


NN 


À A ZE 


PN 


ГА 
ALREADY 
HAVE IT?! 


«AND 
JINSHI'S 
OFFICE 
WOULD 
OVERFLOW 
WITH GET- 
WELL-SOON 
FLOWERS 
FOR SOME 


72 
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A CERTAIN 
NOBLEMAN 
ОР A GREAT 
NATION WAS 
GATHERING 

ሠዎ ALL 
MANNER OF 
MIRACLE 


AFTER- 
WARD, A 
RUMOR 
WOULD 
CIRCU- 
LATE... 


USING THE 
LEFTOVER 
ROSES 
„то BREW FROM YOUR 
PERFUME BLUE ROSE 


OILS. 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING? 


DN 


PROJECT... 4 


7 N 


ሪያ WOULDN'T 
| = YOU LIKE 
| WE FOUND А 
DISTILLATION 
APPARATUS | ኮ 


WHILE 
CLEANING... 


1 


= | d 
f 3 C. ን \ 


FLOATING ~ Q BOIL THE 
АТОР ТНЕ FLOWER | | 
EXPELLED 
WATER 
15 THE 
THE STEAM 
PERFUME б COOLED 
BY THE 
WATER IN 
THE THE UPPER 
RESULTING POT. 


LIQUID 
COMES 
OUT 
HERE. 


THAT ONE 
15 FOR 
MAKING ከ 

DISTILLED 

ALCOHOL. 


WOULD BE 
EVEN MORE 
PUNGENT. 


CAN MAKE BY 
HIGHLY REPEATEDLY 


CONCEN-  PISTILLING 
TRATED LIQUOR... 

ALCOHOL 

THAT CAN BE 
USED FOR 

A DISINFECTION 

AND STERI- 

\ LIZATION. 


THINKING „А 


YOU САМ P = COULD USE IT 
8 በዚ > < ТО KEEP THE 
: JADE PALACE 
pe CLEAN, SINCE 

THE PRINCESS , 

RESIDES ፊ 


YOU DOING 
THIS HERE 
BECAUSE 
IT WOULD 
BE MORE 
DIFFICULT 
TO DO IN 
THE JADE 
PALACE? 


SO LONG 
ABOUT THE ያ ЕЕ 
* | PERFUMES | NOT HIGHLY BUT SOME 
Ё CONCENTRATED, 
USED | PERFUME OILS 
HERE АТ | Ps cd] CAN INDUCE 
THE INNER چا‎ “ЇЇ MISCARRIAGE 
COURT? | 27 IN PREGNANT 


FOR HIM TO 
LEARN OF 
CONSORT 
СУОКИУО 

PREG- 
NANCY. 


TO WHAT DO 
WE OWE THE 
PLEASURE OF 
YOUR VISIT? 
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WHO 
WOULDN'T 
BE CURIOUS 


«SAYS 


BE MORE 
DIGNIFIED?” 


2227 


— 


UI 
И 
NW = 


Р 
22 
AND HERE I 7 22 
WENT TO THE 222 
SOUS 


N 


ÅND OUT! SS 
N 


|) 


\ 


THIS |# 
JUST ል 
LITTLE 
; 2 SOME- 
IT'S, S THING 
UMM, FROM 


COT MY 5 HOME! 
UNDER- 


THINGS / NOTHING 
INSIDE. ОЕ 


INTEREST, 
I SWEAR! 


BUT 


- REQUIRE 


TWO GROWN WHAT 
UNDER- 

MEN TO THINGS 
CARRY z 


THEM? 


- THAT 
THE INNER 
COURT'S 
OBSESSION | 
WITH MORAL У 


+ THEY'RE 


ALREADY MAJORITY 
GOING OF COURT 
TO FEEL LADIES 
INTIMIDATED. IF By HERE ARE 
SHOULD THEY VIRGINS. 
SOME 
COMMIT ANY 
CHANCE 
BLUNDERS 
WELL, ሪክ TOP OF THEY WIN 
r THAT THE FAVOR 
m OF THE 


FEEL 
SORRY 
FOR 
THEM. 


EMPEROR... 


ТМ OF 
THE DELIVERY | PE 
CONTAINED | : 6000 
MORE BOOKS | PEA ROR 
LIKE THOSE Я THEM TO 
I'D USED IN NR 
EDUCATING THE ADVANCE 
CONSORTS ON ሸ : 
THE INTRICACIES 
ALMOST OF THE 
ENTIRELY BEDCHAMBER. 
ILLUS- 
TRATED, 
THEY 
CAN BE 
THEYRE ENJOYED 
EVEN BY THOSE 
GIVEN TO WWO DONT 
DAUGHTERS KNOW HOW 


ON THE 
OCCASION TO FEAR 
ОР THEIR 
MARRIAGE. 


I'VE 
ALSO BEEN 
2 ФЕТТІМФ 

ራያ THEM IN 
HOLDING LATELY 
OFF FOR THE 
ON HIS EMPEROR 
NIGHTLY 424 
JAUNTS SOURCE OF 
TO THE COMFORT. 
JADE 
PALACE, 
AFTER 
ALL. 


GO HUNGRY 
BACK IN THE 
PLEASURE 


DISTRICT. 


NOW 
THIS 
/5 AN 
HOW UNUSUAL 
SEDATE 7 
САМ HE BE 

IF HEG 

EATING 

UP THAT 

BOOK? 


HERE 
AT THE 
INNER 
COURT, 

CONSORT 
LIHUA 15 


BY NO 
MEANS 
GREEDY. 


WITH THIS 
TYPE OF 
BOOK, THE 
HIGHER THE 
PRICE, THE 
BIGGER THE 
PROFITS. 


IN THE 
HOPES 
OF FINDING 
MORE TAKERS 
FOR THIS 
MATERIAL, I 
ORDERED IN 


BLA BULK THIS 


A 


IT WOULD BE ል 
WASTE FOR SUCH 
A FINE PRODUCT 

TO NOT BE 
ENJOYED WIDELY. 
WOULDN’T YOU 
AGREE? 


THAT'S 
BESIDE 
THE 
POINT. 
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I HEAR 
THEY'RE 
ACTUALLY 
PRINTED USING 
TECHNOLOGY 
FROM THE 
WEST THAT 
EMPLOYS 
METAL PLATES 
INSTEAD OF 
WOODEN 
BLOCKS. 


| ТЕ YOU'RE 
7 INTERESTED, 
| PERHAPS 


| 2418 you SHOULD 
Ч ASK FO 


1 SHALL 
OVERLOOK ҝ 
THIS TRANS- 
GRESSION 

JUST THIS 
ONCE. 


WILL YOU 
REALLY?! 


= 


YOU WISH 
TO KNOW 
THE NAME 


UT 
I ФИРРОФЕ 
SOME PEOPLE 
PREFER IT ON 
PAPER. 


A MAN 
OF JINSHIS 
CALIBER 
COULD HAVE 
THE REAL 
THING IN 
NO SMALL 
QUANTITY AS 

OFTEN AS HE 
WANTS. / 


PARTS OF 
XIAO- 


Д _ THESE 

BOOKS MAY 

(| NEED TO BE 
CENSORED. 


THEY'RE 
TOO 
EXPLICIT. 


FAR ISN'T 


SUFFICIENT. 


BUT THE 
EMPEROR 
HIMSELF SAYS 
THAT WHAT I'VE 
PROVIDED THUS 


I HAD THE 
CRAFTY OLD 
MADAM PICK 

THOSE OUT 

FOR ME 

ESPECIALLY 

7OO... 


...BENEATH | 
THE 
BEAUTIFUL 


SUITABLE 
FEKTILIZEK 


ፐዘሯ 
NOVEL 
፡ WAS 
QUOTING 
FROM 19 A 
HUGE DEAL 
RIGHT 


I COULD'VE 

SWORN SHE 

CAME FROM 
4 SMALL 
VILLAGE. 


BUT 


ል GIRL 
WHO CAN 
HAS BEEN 
READING IT 

OUT LOUD TO 
EVERYONE! 


EVEN THE 
ILLITERATE 
MAIDS ARE 
...IT MUST HOOKED... 
BE QUITE 
POPULAR 
INDEED... 


SHEESH, 
YOU'RE 
JUST 
MAKING 
FUN! 


THE NEXT 
INSTALL- 
MENT 
NOW! 


SIR 
GAO SHUN 
HE SAD TOLD ME 
HE'LL THEY'RE 
PASS PRINTING 
THEM NEW 
ALONG BOOKS 


WHEN AGAIN. 
THEY'RE 


WE WERE 
ТОШ? WE 
COULD SHARE 
THEM AROUND 
ONCE WE 
WERE DONE 
READING. 


NOVELS ARE à 2 i 

CONSIDERED : 

LOW-CLASS TION THAT SURPRISINGLY 
TO THE UPPER Ч FA de FICTIONAL ОООР FOR 
ECHELONS OF / / | INFERIOR WORKS... A NOVEL. 

SOCIETY. TO HIS- 
TORICAL 


BUT IT 
SEEMS 
SUCH 
CREATIVE 
WORKS ARE 
MORE THAN 
THRILLING 
ENOUGH 
FOR THE 
RESIDENTS 
OF THE 
INNER 


THIS SEAL 
BELONGS 
TO THE 
BOOKSTORE 
I TOLD JINSHI 
ABOUT THE 
OTHER DAY. 


I HAD 4 
FEELING HIG 
INTEREST HAD 
I WAS SOMETHING 
RIGHT TO DO WITH 
TO THINK POLITICS. 


/ 
FICTION; THOUGH 
IT MAY ВЕ BOOKS 
OF ¡THIS QUALITY ARE 
WORTHY ጋኖ BEING 
<A GIFT: FROM THE 
Së EMPEROR. 


== AND WITH -THE — 
PLATES TO PRINT 
<THE MATERIAL 
ALREADY. IN HAND, 
ONE COULD MASS 
PRODUCE AN EDITION 
FOR:COMMON FOLK 
- SIMPLY. BY USING 
“CHEAPER PAPER. 


je 


- SET-WAS GIVEN TO 
EVERY CONCUBINE, 


“THE PROFITS- THEY: WOULD HAVE 
WOULD BE / 2 NEEDED TO PRINT АТ 


INCALCULABLE. Ed SN LEAST A HUNDRED 
Ж ሪሪሥሯ ОБ EACH 
VOLUME. ---- 


1 
SHOULD'VE 
CHARGED 
THE BOOK- 

STORE A 
FINDERS 
FEE. 


WHY 
MAKE AN 
EFFORT TO 
AMONG THE DISPERSE 
CONCUBINES, “VULGAR” 
WHO ARE NOVELS... 
ALL WOMEN 
OF GOOD 
BREEDING? 


EVEN 


THOUGH 
We JUST CONSORT 
: GYOKUYO 
DON'T HAVE SUE JE 
THAT MANY LEAVE TO BUT IT'S 
PEOPLE AT SHARE... SUCH ል 


THE ТАРЕ 
PALACE. 


«МЕ. 
BE THE 
ONLY ONES 
TO READ 
THESE SINCE 
THERE'S NO 
ONE ELSE 


THESE WERE 
GIFTS, SO 
WE NEED TO 
TREAT THEM 
WITH CARE. 


BUT DOING 
THAT WHILE 
LIVING AT THE 
INNER COURT 
ISN'T SO 
“ 42 ANOTHER 
«ያች > ZEHN OF THE 
WITH THAT “А d 


/ SAME 
BEING THE j THING TO 
CASE... 
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I TOLD 
YOU, WE 
CAN'T GO 
SHARING 

WITH 

GIRLS 
OUTSIDE 
OF OUR 
PALACE. 


COULDN'T 


F LENDING 
OUT THE 
BOOKS 
THEM- 
SELVES? 


„Вит 
YOU НАМЕ | ፐዘሯ 
20 LOVELY ILLUSTRA- \ 
I DON'T HAND- TIONS AND 
THINK WRITING, SUCH MIGHT 
COPYING ሪ POSE ል 
IT WOULD . PROBLEM 
BE TOO зб 
DIFFICULT 


ALL THAT? 
SOUNDS 
| Like A 
|| PAIN IN THE 
BACKSIDE 


ALL THINGS | 
CONSIDERED, | x 
IT'S A REALLY 
ROUNDABOUT 
и 
ТО ТАКЕ. 


ONE 
ig con- WOULD H ESTY. 


NORMALLY 
TREASURE 


HIS CON- 
CUBINES 
WERE 
PRESENTED 
WITH THE 
SAME, 
AND ITS A 
POPULAR 
NOVEL, 
AT THAT. 


4 


Ж 


ee WON'T CONCU- 


EVEN DEIGN BINE... 
TO TOUCH 
SUCH А 
FREELY 


THE 


m AT COURT 
MAJORITY NOTWITH- 


STAND- 


SEEMS 
TO BEA 
CONCERN 
FOR THE 


I WAS 
pu ssa WORKING | 
DOCUMENTS 42 
IN HIS OFFICE JINSHIS | 
PERTAINING TO MAID... 
THE LITERACY 
RATE AMONG 
THE COURT 
LADIES. 


„Т 
WOULDN'T 
BE ОРР FOR 
ILLITERATE 
XIAOLAN AND 
OTHER MAIDS 
OF HER ILK 
72 KNOW 
THE STORY 


„САМ ONLY 
MEAN THAT 
THERE ARE 
NOW SURE 
ТО BE SOME 
WOMEN WHO 
WILL TRY TO 
LEARN HOW 
TO READ. 


THEN 
IF THE 
MAJORITY 
OF THE 
LADIES 
WHO'VE 
...МАМТ ТО READ 
FURTHER IT... 
SHARE THE 
STORY LIKE 


LONG AGO, 


I CAUGHT 
A RARE 
SNAKE AND 


RAN AROUND 


SHOWING IT 


-OTHERS WILL 


BUT IF THE 
EMPEROR 
SAYS 75 
ALL RIGHT 
ТО SHARE 
AROUND... 


PROBABLY 
HAVE THEIR 
ATTENDANTS 
READ THE 
STORY AND 
TELL THEM THE 
CONTENTS. 


I UNDER- | 
WHEN STAND 
YOU FIND НОИ IT 
some- FEELS TO 
THING WANT TO 
THAT SHARE... 


SPARKS 
YOUR 
INTEREST. 


CIRCULATED 
AROUND THE 
INNER 
COURT... 


... THE AND 
SCHEME 30... 
PUT INTO 

MOTION BY 
JINSHI AND 
ФАО SHUN 
APPEARED 
ТО BE 
GOING 
QUITE 
SWIM- 
MINGLY. 


THE GIRL 
WHO WAS 
READING [Й 
THAT NOVEL | [ll 
TO US... 
SHE'S LOST ||| 
4 HER VOICE. ||| 


У I KNOW I 
SUGGESTED 
AS MUCH TO 

AILAN, BUT IM 

‚ SHOCKED TO 
HEAR THERE 
ARE LADIES 

ACTUALLY 
DOING IT. 


SHALL I 
N READ THE 

BOOK 
я ТО YOU 
ФА INSTEAD? 


THAT 
WOULD ВЕ 
CHEATING 
WHEN SHES ; | ON MY 
TAKING THE | ad 
TIME TO WRITE 
THE WHOLE 
THING OUT. 
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THANKS 
TO THAT 
CHARACTER, 
I'VE BEEN 
TOLD I'M 
ABOUT 42 
LOVABLE 
AS А MANGY 
STRAY CAT 
TOO MANY 
TIMES TO 
COUNT. 


I WAS 
TOLD /7 WAS 
IMPORTANT 
TO LEARN /7 
BECAUSE THE 
CHARACTERS 


IN YOUR NAME ٠٠ 


TAUGHT YOU 
WHERE YOU 
CAME FROM 
AND WHO 
YOU WERE. 


RUFFLE 
RUFFLE 


THE FIRST 
CHARACTER 
I LEARNED 

WAS THAT 
FOR “CAT,” 
THE ONE IN 
MY GIVEN 

NAME. 


THIS 
SAYS 
XIAOLAN "XIAOLAN." 
NOW 
YOU TRY 
COPYING 


FRANKLY, 
THESE ARE 
THE ACTUAL 


FOR HER NAME 
OR NOT. ITS 


МАМЕ 15 
ACTUALLY 
PRETTY 
DIFFICULT 
TO WRITE, 


YOU CAN 


« Ini | | 22 
1 1 | А LEARNING 
(ZZ É YO 


GOING TO PREFER TO WRITE... 
LEARN, I TO LEARN 


WANT TO ў JUST 
LEARN ) ሪ READING 


HOW ТО INSTEAD? PR 


WRITE 
TOO. 
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HERE АТ 
THE INNER 
COURT TOO, 
WELL-FAID 
JOBS FIND 
THEIR WAY 
TO THOSE 
WHO CAN 
READ AND 
WRITE. 


FROM WHAT 
I HEAR, THE 
PARTICULARLY 
ACCOMPLISHED 
LADIES IN 
THESE ROLES 
ARE EVEN 
OCCASIONALLY 
TRANSFERRED 
TO ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE POSTS 
OUTSIDE OF 
THE INNER 


HER 
FAMILY 
SOLD 
HER 


ГО 
I DOUBT 


ВАСК MONEY... 
HOME 
AFTER 
THAT. 


SHOULD 
HELP WITH 


LIKE SHES 
THINKING 
ABOUT THE 
FUTURE IN 
HER OWN 
FASHION. 


-AND 
SHES 
MORE 
THAN 
HALFWAY 
THROUGH 
HER 
TWO-YEAR 
TERM OF 
SERVICE 
AS A MAID. 


TLL HAVE 
TO FIND A 
JOB ON MY 
OWN WHEN 
I LEAVE 
THE INNER 


XIAOLAN 
CAME 
HERE 

AROUND 

THE SAME 

TIME I 

ORIG/- 

NALLY 
DID... 


RIGHT, 
THEN! 
WHAT DO 
YOU SAY 
WE TAKE 
THINGS 
UP ል 


READ THIS ЈИ 
one? Å 


YOU CALL 
THESE 
COMMON 
WORDS? 


7 DECIDED 
TO START 
OVER ВУ 
TEACHING 
HER HOW 
TO WRITE 

GREETINGS. 


Chapter 42 


PRINCESS 
LINGLI 


COMPARED TO I CANT 


THE BRATTY SAY IM WAS 
GIRLS SOLD FOND OF SHE BORN. 
INTO SERVICE 2 


CHILDREN 


A RECENT 
DEVELOP- 
MENT. 


TOMBOY 
PRINCESS 
15 ADOR- 
ABLE 
INDEED. 


ТМ SURE 
IT WON'T 
BE LONG 
BEFORE 
THE PALACE 
FEELS TOO 
SMALL TO 


I THINK 
SHE'S 


BUT 


IM SURE THE ABOUT 
PRINCESS WILL ደ TE 
TIRE OF ALWAYS n T DE 


SPENDING TIME 
IN THE SAME 
PLACES. 


| I ALWAYS 


> 


..PRE- | GOOD | N 

FERRING STOCK À N 
INSTEAD ТО WOULDN'T 
KEEP THEM PERMIT 
CLOSE AND THEIR 
RAISE THEM CHILDREN 
SHELTERED OUTSIDE... 
FROM THE 
WORLD. 


CONSORT 
GYOKVYO 
DOESNT 
SEEM TO 
BE OF THE 
SAME MIND, 
THOUGH. 


I THINK 
ТР BE 
BEST 
FOR HER || V 
HEALTH... |Б 


„ИР SHE 
HAD MORE 
OPPORTUNI- 
TIES TO GO 
OUTSIDE. 


RAISED IN 
THE ARID 
REGION 

TO THE 
WEST, 


HERS MUST WHERE 
HAVE BEEN NO FOOT- 
A LIBERAL BINDING 
UPBRINGING CUSTOM 
COMPARED ۶ 
TO MOST OF 
THE OTHER 
CONSORTS. 


THE 
„ТИ AN PRINCESS 
ESCORT 
MADE Ue WAS GIVEN 
PERMISSION 


GIVEN THAT | TS y a 
\ TO 60 ON 
HEAD AN OUTING... 


ALL OF THE 
EMPEROR'S ዛገ ው 
CHILDREN A SECOND 
LIT SO FAR HAVE j, LADY-IN- 
MAKES DIED VERY WAITING, 
/ AND TWO 
SENSE. YOUNG... አ EUNUCH 
LAW GUARDS. 


ምያ | THE 
.5 YOU E | HEAVILY 
| PREGNANT 


Ах KNOW ል 
YOU PLEASE LOT ABOUT | GYOKWO 
jou PLease ОТ А800 2 > | GYOKUYO 
PRINCESS “AND ANIMALS, re 
ABOUT МАОМАО... old 
| AS A PRE- 


THEM WHILE | 5 - CAUTION. 


YOU'RE OUT 
ON THE 


MY LADY, 
፲ MUST 
PROTEST. 
MAOMAO 
AFTER ALL, | TEACH HER 
YOU NEVER | ANYTHING 
KNOW WHERE PROPER. 
MARRIAGE ዒ 
МАУ ТАКЕ 


BE QUITE 
BENEFICIAL, 
THOUGH. 


SHE WERE 


IMPERIAL | 
SUBJECT NY 


SHE 
COULD END 
UP MARRYING 
INTO A FAMILY 
FROM ANOTHER 
COUNTRY, AND 
THERE'S МО 
GUARANTEE 
THAT THE 
WELCOME 
THERE WOULD 
BE A WARM 
ONE. 


NICE IF 
GIVEN 
72 AN 


424 
BRIDE... 


IT SEEMS 
HONGNIANG 
HAS, IN ONE 

WAY OR 
ANOTHER, PUT 
TWO AND TWO 

TOGETHER 


AG WELL. 


ў. 


WHILE IT 
WOULD BE 


EDGE OF 
MEDICINES 


CONSORT 

ФУОКИУО 

REALLY IS 
CUNNING TO 
REALIZE THAT 
IT WOULD BE 
A BOON FOR 
HER DAUGH- 

TER... 


IN 


ANOTHER 
TEN YEARS 


OR 50, 


PRINCESS 


LINGLI 
MAY BE 
MARRIED 
OFF. 


Chapter 42 The Cat 


THE YOUNG 
PRINCESS 
WALKING 
WITH HER 
RETINUE OF 
EUNUCHS 
AND LADIES- 
IN-WAITING 
| | L NATURALLY 
UPON ( 月 7 DREW 
REALIZING A ATTENTION. 
WHO SHE | d d 
WAS. 


OTHERS 
WATCHED 
HER WITH 
INDESCRIB- 
ABLE 
EXPRES- 
SIONS ON 
THEIR 
FACES. 


s X^ TX | THEY 
SURE THE FN چ‎ ۴ መግ 
THEIR OWN 
PRINCESS 4 : с 
E - S OPINIONS 
WILL ONE 7 : ABOUT 
DAY COME ВА» HER. 
TO KNOW ` x) š 
WHAT THOSE | 
GAZES MEAN. 


SHE 
GETS HER 
BRAVERY 
FROM HER 
MOTHER, 
NO DOUBT. 


WASN'T 
PRINCESS 
LINGLI 
JUST NOW, 
WAS IT? 


INSTEAD, 
SHES 
INTERESTED 
IN EVERY- 
THING... 


ዳለ ISN'T 
AFRAID TO 
APPROACH. 


AT THE 
SIGHT І THOUGHT 

OF 50 SHE MIGHT 

MANY ВЕ SCARED 
STRANG- 
ERS FOR 

| THE FIRST 


OR CRY... 


«ВИТ 
I GUESS 
I NEEDNT 
HAVE 
WORRIED. 


THAT'S 
CALLED 
MUGWORT. 


TLL 0٥ 
ТАКЕ ል 


HOW 
ANY CON- 
CUBINES 7 
KEEPING 
PETS AT 
THE INNER 


TELLING 
ME TO 
CATCH 

IT, ISN'T 


SHE? 


a 


|RGH.. 


MIGHT BE | 
HUNGRY. 


YOU CAN 
TAKE IT 
FROM 
НЕКЕ! 


SHES 
WEARING 
THE ROBES 


BUT ۱ aa || |" 
I'VE NEVER 
SEEN НЕК AT 
THE LAUNDRY 
BEFORE. 


ለላ 
ል 
ል 
ል 
ል 
ል 
и 


„IT'S 
QUITE 
I THINK IT DIRTY. 
WOULD BE 
BEST IF WE 
REFRAINED 
FROM LETTING 
HER HIGHNESS 


ሠ» ORDER 
ТО PREVENT 
BREEDING. 
ALSO, ALL 
MALES, EVEN 
ANIMALS, 
MUST BE 
CASTRATED. 


LUCKILY, 
፡ JUST 
FINISHED 
BOILING 
SOME 
WATER. 


THERE 
ARE ALSO 
REGULATIONS 
TO FOLLOW. 
FOR EXAMPLE, 
MALE AND 
FEMALE PETS 
OF THE SAME 
SPECIES MAY 
NOT BE KEPT 
AT THE SAME 
TIME... 


AWW, 
SHE'S 
TREM- 
BLINO! 


...AND 

LEAVE 
IT НЕКЕ 
NEXT TO 
НЕК LIKE 

THIS. 


PERMISSION 


ТО KEEP А 
РЕТ АТ THE 
INNER 
COURT. 


SOME HOT 
WATER INTO 
A BOTTLE 
WITH CLOTH 
WRAPPED 
AROUND 
IT... 


/2 REQUIRED ٣ 


HER BABY 
TEETH HAVE 
COME IN, 
BUT SHE 
APPEARS 


DO YOU 
HAVE ANY 
MILK SHE 
COULD 


FOUND 
МА ASTRAY 
ACUTE LONG 
CALICO, AGO. 
LIKE 
THIS 


ILL GO 
GET SOME 
FROM THE 
DINING 

HALL. 


THAT I THINK 
I WAS SHE'LL HAVE 
THINKING TROUBLE 
WE MIGHT DRINKING 
USE SOME OUT OF A 
INTESTINE AS DISH. 

A SUBSTITUTE 

FOR THE ТЕАТ |М. 
OF THE 
MOTHER 
CAT. 


МЕЕР THAT 
FOR?! 


A LENGTH 
OF ANIMAL 
INTESTINE. 


DUE TO 
THE NATURE 
OF HIS POST, 
THE QUACK “| ነ 
SHOULD HAVE PROCESSING 
A FAIR AMOUNT 7 LIVESTOCK 


OF PULL AT 2 SOMEWHERE 
THE DINING TO MAKE 
HALL TO GET SAUSAGES. 
US WHAT WE “o 

NEED. 


157 


I GUESS 
ILL JUST 
HAVE TO 
WIPE HER 
DOWN 
WITH A 
CLOTH 
INSTEAD. 


I WANTED 
TO BATHE 
HER IN 
SOME 
HOT 
WATER... 


158 


NIGHT, THE 
EMPEROR 
VISITED 
THE JADE 
PALACE. 


WITH A NAME 
LIKE YOURS, 
WHO BETTER 
THAN YOU TO 
ኃሯሯ TO THE 
CREATURE? 


HE WAS 
UNABLE TO 
DENY HIS 
DAUGH- 
ለዎ TERS 
ORDERED PLEAS TO 
ME TO ZEE THE 
HANDLE KITTEN... 
ITS CARE. 


зб 
FILLED 


` A BASIN А 


WITH 
E HOT 
WASHED WATER 
HER WITH 
ПП] SOME 
ШИ CRUMBLED рого 
ПИ 8/۶ ОЕ БО 
SOAP. 


BUT 
SHE 
RECOV- 
ERED 
WITHOUT 


ISSUES 


„AND 


| STARTED 
GIVING HER 
PIECES OF 
SHREDDED 
CHICKEN 
TOO. 


WENT TO 
RELIEVE 
HERSELF 
THERE ALL 


я 


I WAS 
WORRIED 
THE 
GOATS 
MILK 
MIGHT 
NOT SIT 
WELL 
IN HER 
STOMACH 


FILLED A 
WOODEN 


— BOX WITH 


SAND AND 
PLACED 
IT ON THE 
FLOOR... 


160 


SHES STILL 
LEARNING ТО 
DEFECATE, 
THOUGH, AND 
NEEDS A BIT 
OF STIMULA- 
TION AT HER 
REAR, LIKE 
THE A MOTHER 
QUACK 15 САТ MIGHT 
LOVINGLY PO WHILE 
HANDLING GROOMING. 
THAT PART 


24 
| AND 
/ CAREFULLY 


STUFF! 


ТМ GLAD 
WE WON'T 
HAVE TO 
CASTRATE 
HER. 


HE SAYS 
IT 90 
CARE- 

FREELY. 


I'M AFRAID 
TLL BE АТА 
LOSS IF THIS 
LITTLE ONE 
SCRATCHES 
HER HIGHNESS 


1111 чи и к2?)й)))йй))нн 


1 GUESS 
ги. BRING 
OUT SNACKS 
FOR TEA ВУ 
WAY OF AN 
APOLOGY. 


! NO, 
DEFINITELY 
SHOULDN'T 

SERVE 


SAUSAGES MADE THESE... 


FROM LEFTOVER 
INTESTINES 


163 


TERRIBLY 
FOND OF 
CATS. 


"CAT" + "CAT" = 


ENIGMATIC 
CATS ARE. 


165 


THEY 
NEVER 
GROW TIRED 
OF WATCHING 
THEM, FINDING 
AND THAT THEY 
SOON EVENTUALLY 
THEY'RE CAN'T TAKE 
LONGING THEIR EYES 
TO PET OFF OF 
THEM THEM. 
TOO. 


BUT 
THEY SEEM 
TO TAKE 
EXCEPTION 
TO THE 
OFTEN 
ALOOF 
WHICH NATURE ОР 


ONLY GROWS CATS... 
WARM WHEN 
FOOD 15 

INVOLVED. 


BUT 
ONCE THEY'VE 
ALREADY BEEN 
SUCKED IN, ALL 


THEY CAN DO IS 
GIVE UP AND 
OVERLOOK 
THE FELINE’S 

QUIRKS. 


IN THE 
WORLD 
ARE YOU 
DOING? 


STARTING 
TO SEE THE 


IN THE END, 


we Å FIGURE OUT 
A FIGURE OUT 

<= ===] WHERE THE 

KITTEN HAD 


CONCLUDED 1 

THAT IT НАР PE 

SLIPPED IN : | | 
ON A CART COME FROM. 


SUPPLYING 


WRITTEN 
WITH 
DIFFERENT 


CHAR- 
ACTERS 
FROM 

МЕ... 


ШЕ APOTHECARY DIARIES е End 


AND 
BECAME THE 
КАТСАТСНЕК 
РОК ТНЕ 
PHYSICIANS 
STORES. 


SHE WAS 
GRANTED 
THE OFFICIAL 
COURT 
POST OF 
"ADMONISHER 
OF THIEVES” 
BY THE 
EMPEROR 
HIMSELF... 


BUTI 
SIMPLY CAN'T 
UNDERSTAND 

WHY THEY 
NAMED HER 
"МАОМАО"... 


ሳሮ 
ies 


Thanks for reading 

The Apothecary Diaries, Volume 8! 
I was really looking forward to 
getting to draw the cat! o 
I live with long-haired cats, 
so they weren't, much use as 
reference for kitten Maomao. = 
I added her into the final pages 
more often than she appeared in Ё 


the thumbnails and practiced as 
I drew her! 
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